A GIVE AND THKA ROILATIONSHIP
PHRASHA TRRUMAHH

ASHEM spoke to Moses, saying: 2 Speak to the Children of Israel and let them take for Me
a portion, from every man whose heart motivates him you shall take My portion.

3 This is the portion that you shall take from them: gold, silver, and copper; * and turquoise,
purple, and scarlet wool; linen and goat hair; * red-dyed ram skins, tachash skins, acacia wood;
8 oil for illumination, spices for the anointment oil and the aromatic incense; 7 shoham stones
and stones for the settings, for the Ephod and the Breastplate.

8 They shall make a Sanctuary for Me — so that | may dwell among them — ® like everything

—

92 AT*‘SEWU- )-,-"\l CLM)L\ o' ‘§- A~ 1r3 U()N'W __3

2.9 1pn — And let them take for Me. Rashi comments that RWN IMYYNXIW Dpnit nrab v i owY YK mw pwnn

the term for Me indicates that people should contribute for naTpa KW TS YK 1WA M0 00 Thyna 1 pmIx WSy wn

the Tabernacle purely for the sake of God's Name, not be-

cause of social pressure or in quest of honor. a9 k53 Sxwra Tmnn v xSy TAPW WPl T1*apmM KMan
Since the people were asked to contribute, why does the XIT OK D) 01 YyMKn wnnn 1ynb MYs-TIR YNKG I 1K

mrapY 1D hwn D1 wSm MY WK Mmwd w933 23w
TOWR JOWN IMYYBRKIY 73 Y7 a0 M3 naTp DK wpm
verse say lake instead of give? Sfomo comments that thlv .'J'TJZ\ Iwnnn W0 0 Myn vnw Pwnnw K¥n .aap amya Srawm

command was directed to the leaders, who were directed o SR
take, i.e., make collections, from the masses — not to levy"
a tax on them, but to request voluntary contributions. Hows 1027 MO ) DK (nnn nwis? ynptpna) 17aR7a WABNT YK 0MaT
vy 2ot shovs, Sy pesple ﬂi,?°;e::foﬁtrﬂm¢ NK TRAY 713 11 w1 ,0in AW Ton Asbn Mn Dpn Yom avapa
tions. 11727 YR 0N
 Homiletically, many commen ibuti i
aeh 4 M1 .1ND1a vHY 19w WD 0 YY 13w WK AN Mmw KT jawha oy

efit of generosity is far greater than its cost. X K5n ' Mo :12Wn3 3113 13 ..UM A by 'n man 13wn® ow nKiv
0 Y3 b axuw Masn Sk oy Tmn Pwpa M LLt]Pwen nR
j L3013 9 3T R MAarm POR MR nwn K3
: o — e M A% Ma arswn T A DMIon MW Wyn 13 B 9V aK
::xl:?n 1;:3;“1‘” ::f_lm Mp?Y T0% wr ik nowrn M3ty | gy o omw Tyn ANn AXWAA 93 wDaw Twa awRa anmw
-"l"vn: e '5” .m‘:mn [¥3 7K D00 "W T8 ppmay L pwna ta P mon pn nvab o aomy  oxown
ovssgns Sk mpn: m:’nm:; ?:’ﬁ;i':: _73:::”;"‘" ""j"_'”‘”““ W01 MMDWR NKIWT NK MWHKW 19K DO YK W DImnm *.
.wYn ana1 x5 Jab ,mbxn S ior pors '“m'n:f";:q JWNA V3 Y1 A7 NKIpY KW JNMD SRW NKAPY 0720 Ky
: . I fx pm ownn nx nua pmEnn DX DYTY NX) 200
O wYna mwn menw

-

&

AW XN 1) GOV PIOD INKI TN AMWY NI Orom 't A 3T BEon KD DUMIVA NYRTnaw MBn KA 2T uylz
. ] ! " S
5 Wl v;'w POT M OK I3 AKTR ANK WK DRvan Sy MK ATAYIY X0 YK Sw Bad Nam YK L Dwen nx paw
oK Yo mmam Amapn b axw T, oamn hieh e o y
P TR Awyna awn qwpniw Tan ‘7 RAMK OWATT DK T PRy NMKT AN N abn

an omanT - . . " : )
el : :K 1::;:1; :;3-, Exn;: ‘:'m JK*57n) "MK Nbw ;t mn Pgng'ﬁ‘;‘ 1M kS mnn MMMvaw v KOX Imn Srow mnw
i i 7 37w M e
- u-mib 2 I':rw o) nP : N own T7Kn nwy) DMYYNKaw 37191 301 Q0D D1 K1AY noyy 13 Yy mr uanm samnea
J 3 i 107 ,TNMNAN DK T 17apn 1% axan KP\-'I X379 YxAwe v omavn -p-u_-,'; AWM Mo TT":‘IP’? onanK T‘I‘?J‘P'_
Twnw T .y org? awna S 593 snnk nowen mMatd Ox=pm KY UK WK L Pwnd Y wnnwn N
1913 59911 Sy mbS Kyw K vo KOk N " . e P ] iaailtalin
;_nn Ll S 5 (K AT epns 1M1 PR M0 LKA NATRA VIR D7 e nnyen oy
= . ] 3
p |0 KN Y¥17 0IR T PR OAT W nmKY Pwn‘? yay oMy v 7°3pY% DNIOK Mwa 0YIR ,pwa winh
VXTI M XYPY 03Mpa awpna 1KY nabwina pn nynoyn oxn NMpnT DRMYa
Wi ; ; j
_Elzun_;w n:l:;l;':q HKI,"I"I:!. mx> KIpl O7TK Al .1’5KE ma nwm‘_ oy nﬂmn K";Tl'? noY) ‘71‘(".&91\') -13‘7 hticneb B iskn ikl '-p-r_'n';
h T 7R7 oM N:.'I D{;TK?T q¥n mon e amwyy AR K0V P DK DTKT NN KPYT AWK 3N fodd anm
anw " .o ;
- e b Y mp KW omw TPl nwys a9My 71 NAAK D SKowr o 19K onmina a2 N1 X IneD
o J:mn 7 KNWN Ks W NJOn I pPwnn i Y3 1K) 173pn yan 9931 ,%an mmnn axw 93 5y omawa
1 2
ANYRNT T NN 02K .mpn YW mw wmpn nna paab Sxawe AWY JMNBR® :e.p ) "D TR MIBKW TP DA Sy

2197 OK WA NK KM Y™ e

-2 7T, TwyS Mo pyma

DWAENT NN b MM 1o Ay TR MR P i 1 NIYY 1IN ...37 NTEY QO wy wimy abn e mbw omnn b

MY X9 5 P ,7 —— W prn ar b3 P NI JawnT Yy Dhaom YK 0MIaT 2m 1277 ~ovhwry naan nank

mi-r K -;3-, ;‘: :nw::::: '-:3 Tj:l T WS YR v MY YN AN VA DY Pwnt SwonThus N o ovmbn o Skt

] ot » ud "

W5 53 Ho 55 m:w'u:nn SIS ORI VOt B7u 2nb TIKD W T 9% MY YN DINK TP DK 9K 12K

BYY AR ' = XHo3 CYNTE fTiayn 73 KD (i O5Y TAAK_ TN O5IYY INTHNS 07K NIKBNA 1T DTN

DYV NK OIKT NMpY -0 % npn* amn e Ko .o i - by S0 D9 A
DMWY NIT AR NREMT KT WD) DK ' -




—
LY el ﬂ

P103N NN 17T 29y (YN NN 1N9DT) 1990 BNRA N0 At TS NnmTa
NYD - 132 NITT WY MY RN NN NPN 13T 1A WK WIN 9D nnn
P 23 NN MONY IMIN TN WMITH - AYNWA NONWY) S0 NI YD XM mam
17250 M NN

N NPTN OTN N IWND DY 13T Yw WPHRD 1 I90 ONNA INID NIN
YUN mym nxxm ANT2 D90N) NYmY YIRD Y PV oY Yun 1
1,12 OX) (T ,03-N >"17) 79 M 7Pm o0 TR °2” - 1MdN M2TH ,N7apn

T2 DIWD 20N MM M3 NI AN NI ON MOV TR 0TRS 19 nn 1o
IUNN 33 27 °2 137 NI TN VIR 9270 RYT nmAnn NPoNY ,Amnn ann

yenye

NMT (NP9 MAN) 9UTN MAINN NN 1IN IN3Y Yo ,ornnn MaT Tona
(MDD NMNIZY "INNN YW 110w N0 YTy ANN PRY DMIDNaD NDP Msna P
IR DRI NN N MPR 933 0, mnsn Y 172V D DWTY PRY O3 Dn
TR DY 390 AN PUHBYNN DTV YN YN PR 02w nn 551 N nsnn
N0 M0 MDY 1N MSNI Ny PRt RO KO N 0 oNY Lo bapy
DR MO MMM MPIY PA MY ANNA APTIAY ORI oxY] 1IN N
"2 M3 D) N1I0D PN NS MR P yenyw m5p Mmay Pav Menn eny
10w IR nn DV NYY AN MMnn> M

- IIDX WD YWY 3T NN YN Inan Yw V2V D TR P TN KON

TAY RN ANDN MDD DY I ST Y93 19w nnsnn v 1P 1IN NN
NI T390 (M¥D 07T NG PYITR wan nomTon) 71PN "M9Y N AN
J9INI 1IN AN NUN ,\NImIN2 M9N NN N NXNN DY INnY vy rend NN
gbn M NP2 DYPY YHNIM MTOY DTN 09D MUY DN DY ymasnae
TUND ANV 0% 5T R L,N"APn 99 IMNa T nne P LNoP Mmsn -
EOYTY LN PRY 12200 01 1T .ATMYN DWIN TNNHDT M9NYA mInn msn o»pr

2259 AN N DS yan P71 NY ,Isn Sv 110w 10

DTRN ¢ 1MPAT 70 Y anh1 9P MNNI AT N7 NINN IDRY NN
D195 NINN 13T .119% NN INYYNE NN NPV XD MDD DYPI IMNHRTM
L"NIR MINHDN MmN D1YY N9Y) NN Ny

1% 3o1d b-me o S“'\&wml

Torah and mitzvos must be performed organically as parts of

t
one unit, not as disconnected acts, chas veshalom. They mus

all participate in_the building of one’s inner spiritual edifice.

If he has not achieved the inner element that unites all his

Torah and mirzvos, a person might learn Torah his entire life

and fulfill many mitzvos, bu still be among “the empty ones

among them”.

What is this inner element? Deveikus to Hashem! The Torah
must be studied in harmony, bearing in mind the principle
that “Hashem, the Torah, and Yisrael are one” (Zohar 3:73).
Through the Torah, one must cleave to his Creator. The te,fm
mitzvos is based on the word fzavta, referring to a bond with
Hashem, as mentioned above. Consequently, both Torah a-md_
the mitzvos have one inner goal, which is closeness and deveikus
to Hashem. If one is working to reach this goal, all the Torah
he studies an‘d all the mitzvos. he performs will be imcrcon'—
nected, for they all will bring him to a common goal. ?Sut if
Torah and mitzvos are not performed in a way that brings a

person to this closeness, and there is nothing to unite them,
s
they will remain disconnected from each other. When one

heart is empty of the Creator, and there is no realization of “I
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will dwell in their midst” in his heart, this unifying element

is lacking. There may be Torah and mitzvos, but there is no

unified heart devoted to our Father in Heaven. There is no

inner element artaching him to Hashem.

Every person must take stock of his spiritual situation and ask
himself: “Does my way of life, my Torah, prayer and mitzvos,
bring me to palpable, true deveikus to Hashem, or perhaps,
chas veshalom, my deeds are like those of “the emptiest of

them,” lacking an inner element that unifies all the Torah and
mitzvos 1 | perform?

[N
That is to say, the mitzvos are not unrelated entities, but

rather, a roadmap, indicators as to how to achieve deveikus

to the Creator. The mitzvos, therefore, have two elements:

There is the action or the speech specific to that mitzvah, and
there is also the purpose of the mitzvah, which is to bring a
person close to Hashem and achieve deveikus. The numerous
details of the practical aspect of the mitzvos are the many
trees of the forest. But we must nor lose sight of the forest.
'From the standpoint of the inner essence and the ultimare

goal, all the mirzvos have one end: closeness to Hashem and

———— ENE TR
deveikeus to Him.
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XXXV, “Thou shalt surely give him. and thy heart shall not be
grieved when thou givest unto him™ (Deuteronomy 15 : 10). We

Y

have hereby been exhorted 10 put grudgingness far from our souls
and 1o be magnanimous_as it is said. “‘He that hath a bountiful

eye shall be blessed™ (Proverbs 22 - 9). The gift of the hand does
not suffice. We must plant the trait of generosity in our souls,

That is why the exhortation, “*And thy heart shall not be grieved™
appears after “"Thou shalt surely give him.”

XXXVIL  “Thou shalt not harden thy heart nor shut thy hand
from thy needy brother” (Deuteronomy 15 : 7). We are exhorted
to remove hard-heartedness from within us and to supplant it
*l.lrr}_:}llum:\ of pleasantness” — mercy and true lovingkindness,
ay it is wniten, . and thou shalt walk in His ways™ (ibid.
28 :9). And because it is possible for one, though unguided by
mercy. not to shut his hand. and 10 give to the poor (as it is said,
“But the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel” [Proverbs
12100 it s written, *Thou shalt not harden-thy heart.” The
punishment for hard-heartedness is severe and bitter, as shall be
explained in the Gate of hard-heartedness, with the help of God.
Our Sages of blessed memory have said, *‘*And He will show
thee mercy, and have compassion upon thee, and multiply thee’
(Deuteronomy 13 0 18) —if one 1s merciful towards his fellow
creatures, Heaven is merciful 1o him, and if one is not_merciful %
towards his fellow creatures. Heaven is _not_merciful to_him™

(Shabbath 151b).
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is spending God's money and not his own, man

should give happily and magnanimously (Meiri).
All man’s wealth is given to him by God for

safekeeping. Unlike human depositors, God allows

man to use part of the deposit for his personal

needs, but the rest must certainly be used only

according to the Depositor's instructions (R
Yonah)._j
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( Toldos Yaakov Yosef elaborates: The Talmud (Bava Basra 131b) teaches that if a person bequeaths all his

int that s ian to distri-

ildren. We make the assumption that no one would act so inequitably with

his own children. Nonetheless, God differentiated between His children, bestowing wealth on some and
depriving others. Can it be that God does not follow His own Torah? The answer is that the wealthy are
really legal guardians appointed by God to distribute a fair share to all of His children, just as the single heir

miust distribute his father’s property among his siblings. When the wealthy provide for the poor, they really

are giving them what is rightfully theirs: For you and [what you think are | your possessions are [really] his.
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Many penalties’ and other forms of financial loss occur when a
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person gives insufficient charity.

The Talmud teaches (tractate Bava Basra 10a) that a person's
income is preordained from Rosh Hashanna, just as his losses are
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preordained from Rosh Hashanna. If one so merits, money given to

charity takes the place of financial loss. When one lacks the merit of

charity, financidl loss manifests itself in _taxes, penalties (such as
traffic and parking tickets), doctor bills, broken appliances, and so
forth. Consequently, charity prevents penalties.

" Rebbe Yochanan Ben Zakai had a dream on the night
after Yom Kippur (ibid), that his nephew was destined to
lose seven-hundred dinars that year. Rebbe Yochanan
therefore hounded his nephew all year long for
donations to a number of charitable endeavors. By the
year's end, Rebbe Yochanan had extracted 683 dinars in
charitable donations from his nephew.

On the eve of Yom Kippur, a Roman tax collector
appeared on the nephew's doorstep and demanded the
sum of seventeen dinars in back taxes. The nephew and
his family trembled even after the tax collector left,
worried that they were now under the close inspection of
Caesar's cruel occupation government. When they
expressed their fears to their saintly uncle Rebbe
Yochanan, he said, "Don't worry! The seventeen dinars is
all that you are liable - you won't have to pay an agora
(cent) more!"

"How do you know?" questioned the skeptical
nephew. "Do you have connections with the tax
authorities, or maybe you're a prophet?"
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Sq "I have no connections to the authorities, nor am | a
prophet or the son of a prophet. Yet, 1 do have
connections with the supreme ruler - Hashem! At the
beginning of this vear, He showed me how much you
stood to lose - 700 dinars. | almost succeeded in
extracting the entire sum from you for charity. But, since
you still owed seventeen dinars, the tax collector served
as a messenger to complete your predestined loss! If vou
hadf}E‘WMW—JM@mwm
you'd have lost the entire 700 dinars to tax collectors and
other cruel messengers, receiving only grief in Jem_m“
But, since you now have the merit of charity, you'll see
blessings and success in everything you do!"

-

"Dear Uncle," cried the nephew and his family,
embarrassed by all the time and effort their saintly uncle
exerted in their behalf all year long, "why didn't you
explain that to us in the beginning of the year? If we

knew that the financial loss was preordai t
charity is a'substitute for penalty, we'd have gladly given

the entire sum to charity!"
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family thanked him, and committed themselves to give
as much charity as they possibly atford, having learned
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the power of this lofty mitzvah.
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Frequently, the financial loss that people suffer is simply the
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completing payment of a preordained penalty for the current year.
Heavenly accounting is exacting to the penny; but, whenever we take
the initiative and willfully give to charitable causes, we prevent the
anguish of losing money in all kinds of negative circumstances.

B

To avoid becoming a three-time loser, one should become
accustomed to giving charity on a regular basis. The satisfaction of
donating to the worthy poor, to the sick, to thosein need (both
material and spiritual), and to the advancement of Torah study in the
world is infinitely preferable than losing money on medical bills. t
broken appliances, car breakdowns, taxes and fines. Whereas the latter
brings only grief, the former serves as a first-class ticket to success i

this world and eternal happiness in the next world.
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Abrabanel: He proposes three reasons why the Torah dictates that
charity should be considered as mandatory and not optional:
1. When a person deposits money in a bank, he expects that institution
to carry out all the promissory and financial instructions that he issues.
When the bank refuses to do so, he will withdraw his entire account
and deposit it elsewhere. Similarly, man is God’s bank on earth. If
we refuse to fulfill his wishes, He will naturally withdraw His bounty
and bestow it elsewhere, thus impoverishing its former owner.
Charity is another exercise in faith. Arithmetically, a person may
conclude that the more he distributes to others, the less he will have.
God promises us the very reverse.
3. Pragmatically, no one possesses the prescience of when the wheel of
fortune will stop spinning and who will then be on top. The person
who should distribute charity today may well find himself at the
other end of the scale, where he will himself need the charity of others.
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